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_* After the riots In IV and the burning of the
bank, in 1976 relations improved with local offi-
cials through the efforts of locals and students. For
Instance, the IV Community Council was founded
in 1970, along with the IV Retreation and Park Dis- :
g eIV Food Co-op if1974.1976 "
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Originally incorporated as the University Student’
Rochdale Housing Co-op (USRHP), the cooperative
formed to master lease buildings in order to lower

i...\ﬁ ini give members more agency over the



From lts founding, the co-ops were a huge success,
as the first building we leased in 1977, at 6520
Cervantes, had 61 members. Within three years,
we were able to acquire master leases for seven
properties, totalling a staggering 200 members.
Within just fnm short years of its founding, the
USRHP&uqusedlis first building at 5503 Madrld.
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The N an House, which was nam
Newman, one'of the co-op directors, served as
ishining example is possible when a group
f like-minded people organize to create tangible
nge il their communities. Keeping up with the
d WIP| ble housing and less land-
lord misdeeds, the USRHP purchased and estab-
lished the Manley co-op in 1984, with a total
number of members almost at 500 students and
faculty. While 1984 was a year of joy and success
for us, it was also a year of drama, trials and tribu-,
lations. With so much influence over so many resi-
dents of IV, the USRHP came into several legal dis-
putes with the property owners it took out the

master leases from. 0




This point proved to be the ultimate test for the
co-op, as we went to court against the well-funded
legal teams of the IV property owners. After losing
the legal battle, alongside a considerable amount
of money, the USRHP was forced to give up all of
its master leases and start from the ground-up .
with the N nand Manleg house.
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‘mn hum-r, we are telling a different story.
r solind financial management, the Santa Bar-
ra "Student, Housing Co-ops (the name was
changed in 1991) owns and operates ﬁv(houses/
throughout Isla Vista. Also, we work alongside the
North American Students of Cooperation (NASCO),
which is a national student cooperative organiza-
tion. Today we are the face of a diverse group of,
people and stories who reside in IV, At the leading
edgz of culture and expre::lun, we seek to spread
hil hies of c it and

mponﬁon u'luugh w_ng atalow cost.
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IN THE BEGINNING




The purpt Hous-
ing Co-op (SBSHC) Is to provide rent co-op
housing for student, staff, an ulty of the
University of California at Santa Barbara, regard-

less of gender, race, social, political, or religious
affiliation, and thereby influencing the co

nity to eliminate prejudice and discrimination -
the community. We strive to engage in continu-

ous educational programs that further the prin- .
ciples of cooperation through mutual, self-help
living at a minimal cost. 3
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